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A warm welcome to Ukiyo, a fresh and dynamic season of new works created by the Year 11 
students. The students have spent many months planning this season and have relished the 
opportunity to develop their own creative visions in diverse styles of dance. They have embraced 
the chance to explore varied musical sources, personal movement languages and inventive group 
structures. The support and encouragement they have shown one another has been tremen-
dous and it has fostered an atmosphere of experimentation and openness. We have seen great 
development in the choreographic and directorial skills of all the choreographers. The planning, 
communication and organization, particularly of the season directors Braelan Newman, Kate 
Montgomery and Bridget Stackpole, has been excellent. All the year 11s have risen to the chal-
lenge of developing this season at a very busy time of the year and we are delighted that you 
will be able to share in their creative and skilled dancing in Ukiyo.

- Sela Kiek-Callan

Ukiyo
Year 11 Dancers



We are all excited to share our 2022 year 11 Creative Project 
Ukiyo with you. It has been a very exciting year and we are 
grateful to be able to present our pieces to a live audience 
and streamed to viewers at home this year.

Our project’s title Ukiyo (Floating World) is a Japanese word 
that can be defined as living in the moment. As a collective, 
we believe that this word expresses how we have felt when 
creating this season. We have enjoyed purely living in the 
moment in our individual creative journeys, not focusing on 
the past and not obsessing over what is to come in the future. 
We are grateful for what we are doing at this moment and 
the journey we are on.

Throughout the creative project, we each have learned and 
experienced so many things such as creating our own pieces on our peers, styling our dancers in 
costumes, plotting lights, and finding music that is perfect to express our ideas.

I would like to thank Kate Montgomery for all her assistance and support through the project 
as assistant director and Bridget Stackpole for creating the videos shown throughout the 
performances and for her work in designing the program. I would also like to thank Producer 
Sela Kiek-Callan for her guidance and ongoing support in developing this creative project. 
To Fiona Munroe, thank you for providing us with costumes. Dylan Breninger, we thank you 
for helping to bring our creative ideas for the program to life and Tom Backhaus, thanks for 
bringing our lighting designs to the stage and for your technical production of this project. 
Thanks to Steven McTaggart and the dance staff who have guided, supported and supervised us 
throughout the creation of this project. And a final thank you and congratulations to all of the 
VCASS year 11 dance students.

Braelan Newman | Artistic Director

Bridget Stackpole, Braelan Newman & Kate Montgomery

PUBLICIST | DIRECTOR | ASSISTANT DIRECTOR



Another Day of Sun
CHOREOGRAPHY | Ella Morrison 
MUSIC | Another Day Of Sun - Performed by the LaLa Land cast

Creative Project Video 1
DIRECTOR | Bridget Stackpole

Loretta
CHOREOGRAPHY | Mackenzie Hancock
MUSIC | Loretta - Performed by Ginger Root
CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | Jazz partner piece.

Safe Haven
CHOREOGRAPHY | Gabrielle Arnold
MUSIC | Grandma on the Roof  by Alex Weston

Umbrellas by Alex Weston
Hotel Best by Alex Weston

CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | This piece is an exploration of how humans 
create safety bubbles or nets surrounding the people, things or places that 
provide them with comfort. The dancers display a journey of beginning in 
these bubbles, then experiencing them evaporate one by one. They are 
left feeling defenseless. Through exploring life outside of the bubbles the 
dancers come to discover that when their safety nets reappear, they no 
longer need them as they have outgrown them.





Flinch
CHOREOGRAPHY | Bridget Stackpole 
MUSIC | Circular Argument - Performed by Peter Gregson & Rael Jones
CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | Flinch is a piece about breaking out of 
societal norms. The motif of the flick/flinch represents the conformity that 
society expects of us. The breaking-free circular movements represent the 
originality and diversity individuals need.

Creative Project Video 2
DIRECTOR | Bridget Stackpole

Roots
CHOREOGRAPHY | Lauren Edwards and Lucy Clatworthy
MUSIC | Back to Black - Performed by Ramin Djawadi

Lust and Lost
CHOREOGRAPHY | Kate Montgomery
MUSIC | Our Prayer - Performed by The Beach Boys

Simple Symphony 2, Playful Pizzicato by Benjamin Britten
CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | A female chases another in the hope of 
affection. A third girl comes into the picture and tries to capture the love that 
she longs for. In the end, a chaotic love triangle forms that is hard to resist. 

House of the Rising Sun - Performed by Ramin Djawadi
CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | Our piece explores the interconnectedness 
between the earth and living organisms. Roots ingrained below the ground  
intertwine with each other to grow and foster life above. 





Six
CHOREOGRAPHY | Braelan Newman
MUSIC | Ex Wives by Lucy Moss & Toby Marlow - Performed by SIX

Six by Lucy Moss & Toby Marlow - Performed by SIX

CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | This piece has been influenced by the hit 
British musical Six. The pop musical is a modern retelling of the story 
of the six wives of Henry VIII as the queens confidently, powerfully, and 
unapologetically retell their story their way.

The MegaSIX by Lucy Moss & Toby Marlow - Performed by SIX

When We’re Older
CHOREOGRAPHY | Bridget Stackpole
MUSIC | When We’re Older - Performed by James Blake
CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | A piece about emotion and friendship and 
staying together until we are all older.

Creative Project Video 3
DIRECTOR | Bridget Stackpole

O mio Babbino Caro
by Giacomo Puccini - Performed by Amellie Zaitzev (Year 11 Music)



Legally Blonde / Finale
CHOREOGRAPHY | Braelan Newman
MUSIC | Legally blonde by Laurence O’Keefe & Nell Benjamin

Performed by Christian Borle & Laura Bell Bundy

CHOREOGRAPHER’S NOTE | Influenced by the hit Broadway musical 
Legally Blonde, this light hearted, lively and gleeful piece concludes our 2022 
Year 11 Creative Project Ukiyo

| Omigod You Guys by Laurence O’Keefe & Nell Benjamin
Performed by Annaleigh Ashford, Delta Nus, Dequina Moore, 
Laura Bell Bundy & Leslie Kritzer

| What You Want by Laurence O’Keefe & Nell Benjamin
Performed by Annaleigh Ashford, Dequina Moore, Kate 
Wetherhead, Laura Bell Bundy & Leslie Kritzer

| So Much Better by Laurence O’Keefe & Nell Benjamin
Performed by Legally Blonde Ensemble & Laura Bell Bundy

| Find My Way / Finale by Laurence O’Keefe & Nell Benjamin 
Performed by Legally Blonde Ensemble, Laura Bell Bundy & Orfeh
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